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AP World History


Basha High School

Ms. Allison Reynolds
BAE- Secondary Education (History)- Arizona State University

BS- Psychology- Arizona State University

Email – reynolds.allison@cusd80.com 
Phone Number – (480)-224-2318

Website –www.bashabears.com

Tutoring Hours: By Appointment, Conference Periods, From 2:20 to 2:45 PM, Monday through Wednesday
BASHA SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT VISION STATEMENT

Basha High School Social Studies seeks to create civic-minded students who endeavor to examine the complexities of issues from social, political, historical, geographical, and economic perspectives using higher order thinking, civic literacy, and analysis of primary sources, with an emphasis on life-long civic engagement, while placing the highest level of importance on guiding students to challenge their intellectual and academic abilities.
AP WORLD HISTORY COURSE DESCRIPTION:

AP World History is a course that focuses on geography, the post-classical world, exploration, revolution, contemporary world problems, and world literature in the context of historical analysis.  Students who participate in AP World History prepare throughout the school year to take the AP World History Exam in May.  A passing score on this exam provides students with between three and six university credits, depending upon their score and the university that they choose to attend.  Units to be covered in AP World History include:
· 1200-1450: The Global Tapestry and Networks of Exchange
· 1450-1750: Land-Based Empires and Transoceanic Interconnections 
· 1750-1900: Revolutions and Consequences of Industrialization
· 1900-the present: Global Conflict, Cold War and Decolonization, and Globalization
This course moves very quickly and covers a wide breadth of information from the post-classical world to the modern world.  Students will take notes and complete reading and writing assignments on a daily basis.  AP World History is taught as a college-level course and students are expected to be mature and act accordingly as the course will prepare them to pass the AP exam, take additional AP courses at Basha High School, and for a successful college experience.

TEXTS:
Andrea, Alfred J., and James H. Overfield.  The Human Record: Sources

of Global History.  Vols. 1 & 2. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 1998.

Beck, Roger B., Linda Black, Larry S. Krieger, Philip C. Naylor, and Dahia Ibo Shabaka.

World History: Patterns of Interaction.  Boston: McDougal Littell.  2009.
Diamond, Jared.  Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies.  New York  


City: W.W. Norton. 1995.

Sterns, Peter N., Michael Adas, Stuart B. Schwartz, and Marc J. Gilbert. World 


Civilizations: The Global Experience, 7th Edition. Pearson Education. 2017. 

RECURRING THEMES OF THE COURSE:
1. Humans and the Environment
a. Demography and disease

b. Migration and patterns of settlement
2. Cultural Developments and Interactions
a. Religions, belief systems, philosophies, and ideologies
b. Science, technology, the arts, and architecture
3. Governance
a. State-building, expansion, conflict, and decline

b. Political structures, administration institutions, policies, and procedures
c. Empires

d. Nations and nationalism

e. Revolts and revolutions

f. Regional, transregional, and global structures and organizations

4. Economic systems
a. Agricultural and pastoral production

b. Trade and commerce

c. Labor systems

d. Industrialization

e. Capitalism and socialism

5. Social interactions and organization
a. Grouping of members

b. Norms that govern the interactions between groups and individuals

c. Gender roles and relations, family, and kinship
d. Racial and ethnic constructions

e. Social and economic classes
6. Technology and Innovation

a. Human adaptation and innovation

b. Consequences of technological advances

We will also be utilizing thematic learning objectives which describe, at a high level, the knowledge colleges expect students to develop in the AP World History course in order to be qualified for credit and placement. To develop this knowledge, students will experience this course anchored in historical content and historical thinking skills. The learning objectives are grouped into six themes typically included in college-level world history courses:

· Humans and the Environment (ENV)

· Cultural Developments and Interactions (CDI)
· Governance (GOV)
· Economic Systems (ECN)

· Social Interactions and Organization (SIO)
· Technology and Innovation (TEC)
Historical thinking skills and reasoning processes are also essential components that students will develop during the AP World History course. Historical thinking skills are what students should be able to do while exploring course concepts. These skills as identified for AP World History include:

· Developments and processes

· Sourcing and situation

· Claims and evidence in sources

· Contextualization

· Making connections

· Argumentation

Reasoning processes describe the cognitive operations that students will be required to apply when engaging with the historical thinking skills on the AP Exam. They ultimately represent the way practitioners think in the discipline. These processes as identified for AP World History include: 

· Comparison

· Causation

· Continuity and change
CLASS OBJECTIVES:

1. To help students become critical readers and thinkers and effective writers utilizing the Habits of Mind:
a. Constructing and evaluating arguments using evidence
b. Using documents and other primary source data -- developing the skills necessary to analyze point of view and context, and to understand and interpret information
c. Assessing continuity and change over time and in different world regions

d. Understanding diversity of interpretations through analysis of context, point of view, and frame of reference

e. Seeing global patterns over time and space while connecting local developments to global ones

f. Comparing within and among societies, including comparing societies’ reactions to global processes
g. Considering human commonalities and differences
h. Exploring the persistent relevance of world history to contemporary developments
2. To prepare students for the AP World History Exam and for continued participation in the Advanced Placement program at Basha High School.
3. To develop historical thinking skills

a) Analyzing Historical Sources and Evidence

a. Analyzing evidence: content and sourcing (primary sources)

b. Interpretation (secondary sources)

b) Making Historical Connections

a. Comparison

b. Contextualization

c. Synthesis

c) Chronological Reasoning

a. Causation

b. Patterns of continuity and change over time

c. Periodization

d) Creating and Supporting a Historical Argument

a. Argumentation 

GRADING POLICY:

The grading policy is simple—if you do the work, you will pass.  Academic grades are figured on a percentage of the total amount of points possible during the term.  The grading scale is as follows:

	90 – 100%
	=
	A

	80 – 89%
	= 
	B

	70 – 79%
	=
	C

	60 – 69%
	=
	D

	0 - 59%
	=
	F


Please remember that grades are EARNED, not GIVEN!

Student grades will be assessed in accordance with the following outline and can be checked online at any time using Infinite Campus:


50% - Formative Assessments (Warm-Ups, Closures, Projects)

50% - Summative Assessments (Essays and Exams)
Parents can access student grades online through Infinite Campus. Student information is only accessible using an individualized password assigned by the school.  Parents may contact office personnel or their child’s counselor for this password.

HOMEWORK, IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES, AND PROJECTS:

Homework should be expected on a daily basis, unless otherwise specified. It is more beneficial to complete and submit homework and assigned projects on time than to make a habit of procrastination and irresponsibility.

Students are expected to complete assignments in a timely manner. All work is due on the date specified (except for excused absences). Any assignments, quizzes, or tests missed as a result of tardiness or unexcused absence may not be made up and will be entered in the gradebook as a grade of zero. Extenuating circumstances will be evaluated at my discretion. Students will have one week from the due date to turn in late work for half credit. 
ATTENDANCE
Tardies are not acceptable in my class. That being said, I do understand that there are occasions when students may be late to class. Tardy students should be respectful and courteous and sign in when entering the classroom late and SHOULD NOT DISRUPT the learning environment.  The following are consequences for tardies in AP World History:
First tardy = warning and cell phone confiscated and kept on teacher’s desk until the end of the class period. 
Second and Third tardy = Cell phone confiscated and sent to the front office to be retrieved by parent. 
Fourth and all subsequent tardy arrivals = Phone confiscated and sent to the front office and disciplinary referral sent to front office administration
Chandler Unified School District mandates that students must maintain a minimum 90% attendance record.  Students will be referred to administration on their tenth absence and may be dropped from the course.
Students will have a number of days equal to the number of days absent in which to turn in all absent work, IF their absence was excused.  Students are responsible for obtaining their absent work, which is accessible through the course website. Missed quizzes and tests can be made up before and after school or during conference period. Any assignments, quizzes, or tests missed as a result of tardiness or unexcused absence may not be made up and will be entered in the gradebook as a grade of zero. 
QUIZZES AND TESTS:

Reading quizzes will generally be given several times a week and tests will be given at the end of each unit with final exams at the end of each semester.  Each assessment will be based on outside readings, textbook readings, class lectures, discussions, and supplementary activities.  
The primary purpose of this course is to prepare students to take and pass the AP World History Exam.  Final exams for both semesters will utilize AP exam multiple-choice and essay questions.  After-school study sessions and Saturday practice exams will be offered in the spring to help students prepare for the AP exam. The schedule and requirements are subject to change and will be communicated via letter before beginning the sessions.  Students who attend AT LEAST seven of twelve after-school or in-person study sessions (and complete the accompanying assignments), AND a Saturday practice exam session, AND subsequently sit for the AP exam will, when AP Scores are released in July, have their second semester final exam grade boosted. A score of a 1 on the AP Exam will be awarded a grade of 70% for the second semester final exam. A score of a 2 on the AP Exam will be awarded a grade of 85% for the second semester final exam. A passing score of 3, 4, or 5 on the AP Exam will be awarded a grade of 100%.  These students are required to devote a minimum of ten hours to attending study sessions and practice exams outside of class in addition to spending many hours studying for the exam, which far outweighs the amount of time that students usually devote to studying for a final exam in one class. All students will, those taking the AP Exam and those electing to not take the AP Exam, complete an AP-Level exam for their semester final exams. When AP scores are released, students completing all of the requirements outlined above will either retain their original second semester exam score or have their score boosted as indicated above; whichever of the two scores is higher will be recorded as the second semester final exam grade. 
The expectation of students taking an AP course is that they are working towards taking the Advanced Placement exam at the end of the school year in May.  In preparation for that exam, we strongly suggest that students secure an Albert.IO license which will be available for purchase within the first five weeks of school.  We have used this online program over the past few years and students who have used the program have overwhelmingly been more prepared for their exam. Additionally, the program provides diagnostics for teachers to assess the student progress on a continuous basis which allows for more directed feedback and additional help when necessary.  This is something that the entire AP Social Studies team supports, as we firmly believe this creates the best outcomes for all of our students.

CLASS RULES AND DISCIPLINE:

The rules of conduct at Basha High School will be strictly adhered to.  The most important rule in the classroom is respect for self and for others.  Other classroom rules include:

· No food or drink (excluding water)

· No profanity or name calling of any kind

· No cell phone or iPod use
· Cell phones or iPods used in class may be confiscated and students will be required to obtain them from their administrator
· Students must come to class daily with paper, pens or pencils, a notebook journal (which will be submitted occasionally), and any outside readings.  Students may also want to bring their textbook on a daily basis.  
Violation of any rule will result in the following consequences:


First offense—Warning (this includes calling the student’s name during class)

Second and third offenses—Parent contact and 20 minute detention after school


Fourth and fifth offenses—Referral and parent contact


Sixth offense—Referral and student/teacher/parent/administrator conference

Academic Honesty:

Work should be a reflection of individual student ideas.  Students should not look at another student’s work or share their work with others.  Receiving or providing answers for an assignment, essay, quiz, or test is cheating and academic dishonesty—regardless of its form.  Any such action will result in a grade of zero for the assignment and a referral to the office for further review and possible additional disciplinary action.
Diversity Statement
All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry.  As members of the Basha High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.
Expectations of Students:

1. You are accountable for your own actions.

2. You are responsible for your own learning.

3. Come to class prepared.

4. Always display strong character.

5. Engage in class discussions.

6. Be respectful of the opinions of others.

7. Do not disrespect me or the other students in the class.  All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry.  As members of the Basha High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.
8. Learn to lead both in and out of the classroom.

9. Be on time—tardies illustrate a lack of respect for me and for your peers.

10. Do not destroy property in the classroom.

11. Do not whine or complain and do have an attitude of gratitude.
Course Outline:
POST-CLASSICAL WORLD (600-1450 CE)
Major themes:

· Emergence of new empires (e.g. Byzantium, Russia, China, Mongol, Turkish, Inca)
· Rise of Islam and its effect on contemporary societies
· Growth of interregional trade and its effect on different civilizations and cultures
· Political and economic developments in Asia, Europe, Africa, and the Americas
· Demographic and environmental changes caused by human exploration, travel, and trade
· Growth of cities as religious and cultural centers
Central questions:

· How did specific societies impact the development or decline of their contemporaries?

· What characteristics or developments motivated people to increase their interaction with other societies?

· In which ways did religions come into contact and how were they affected both positively and negatively?

· How did science and medical pandemics alter civilization’s progress during this period of time?

· Did most change stem from migration or urban growth?

· Was there a world economic network in place during this period of time?

· To what extent was Dar-Al Islam a unifying cultural and political force during this the post-classical era?

· What are the issues involved in using cultural areas, rather than states, as units of analysis?

AGE OF EXPLORATION (1450-1750 CE)
Major themes:

· Changes in trade, technology, and global interaction (e.g. impact of guns and navigational devices on societies)

· Characteristics of major empires, political systems, and cultural systems (e.g. Turks, British, French, Aztecs)

· Slavery and the slave trade as a worldwide phenomenon

· Renaissance, Scientific Revolution, and Enlightenment

· New religions (e.g. Sikhism, Protestantism)

Central questions:

· What are the debates about the timing and extent of European dominance in the world economy?

· How did slavery contribute to the rise of empires?

· How did the birth of empires affect the relationship between individuals and the state?

· How did characteristics of imperial systems differ and what caused the differences?

· How did developments on each continent and/or within each empire affect other empires on the world stage during the Age of Exploration?

· What were the contributing factors to European absolutism and how far-reaching were its effects?
AGE OF REVOLUTIONS (1750-1914)
Major themes:

· Changes in global commerce, communications, and technology

· Industrial Revolution

· Political revolutions and independence movements (e.g. U.S., Latin America, France, Russia, China)

· Rise of nationalism and nation-states

· Rise of Western dominance and reactions to this shift

Central questions:

· What were the causes of serf and slave emancipation during this period?

· Why did technology develop at different rates in different places?

· What factors led to the rise of the West and how did this adversely affect relationships on the world stage?

· How would the world have been different if Africa or Asia had risen to prominence at this time, instead of the United States and European powers?

THE MODERN WORLD (1914 – Present Day)
Major themes:

· War and peace in a global context

· New patterns of nationalism (e.g. fascism, decolonization, racism, genocide)

· Effects of major global economic developments (e.g. The Great Depression, multinationalism)

· Social reform and revolution

· Socialism and communism as economic and political systems

· Rise of totalitarian dictatorships

Central questions:

· In which ways have the motivations behind conflict changed and what are the local and global effects of this shift in causation?

· How have global conflicts transformed politics and cultures throughout the world?

· Is cultural divergence or diversity the best model for understanding increased intercultural contact in the modern world?

· What are the advantages of using the units of the nation, the world, the West, and the developing world in analysis?

· What are the global effects of Western consumerism society?

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of proposed models of economic development in developing countries?

· Where are we going from here?  How will the West’s role evolve?
AP World History Syllabus Signature Page:
Dear Students and Parents:

In an attempt to reduce paper usage and waste, my syllabus is published only online, instead of individual copies for each student. If you would like a printed copy, please see me and I will help obtain one. My syllabus can be accessed on my Basha webpage or your student’s Google Classroom page. My webpage can be accessed by going to www.cusd80.com, finding Basha High under the list of schools in the upper left-hand corner of the page, then finding my name under the Faculty tab or going to the following URL: https://www.cusd80.com/Page/80732 
In order to maintain strong communication, I am requesting all students and parents to provide the following information and return this information. 

Parents: please provide an e-mail address. This is the quickest way to communicate with me and ensures a record of our conversation. When using e-mail, please keep in mind that e-mail is a public record.

By signing below, you and your child confirm your receipt of a copy of the policies and procedures as outlined. Thank you. I look forward to a very productive and meaningful school year.

Name(s) of parents or guardians
______________________________________

Best email(s) to reach you 

______________________________________

Best phone number(s) 

______________________________________

Please sign and return this portion of the syllabus.  Thank you and I’m looking forward to having a wonderful year together!

Student name (Please print)
____________________________    Period _________

Student signature

_____________________________________________

Parent signature

_____________________________________________

Dear Parents/Guardians,


To supplement our general classroom activities, occasionally students will be shown segments of films which portray historical events covered during the course. Below is a list of films which may be shown during class. Please review this list and if you do not want your student to view a particular film please place a checkmark in the space next to it under “disapproved”. Students who do not view a film due to parent disapproval will be given an alternate assignment to complete while the film is being shown. Once you have reviewed the list and noted the films, if any, that you do not wish your student to view, please sign and date in the space provided. Thank you.

Respectfully,

Ms. Reynolds

Film Title





Parent Disapproval (Circle Letter)
Mankind, the Story of All of Us





N

The World Wars (History Channel)





N
Cracking the Maya Code






N


The Rise of Islam







N

A Knight’s Tale







N


Guns, Germs, and Steel – Episode 2





N


Elizabeth and the Golden Age





N


John Adams- Episode 2 “Independence”




N


Amazing Grace







N


Young Victoria







N


Anna and the King







N


The Lost Battalion







N


Cinderella Man







N


Life is Beautiful







N


Rescue Dawn








N


Hotel Rwanda








N


Student name (Please print)
____________________________    Period _________

Student signature

_____________________________________________

Parent signature

_____________________________________________

Date _____________

